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[Embargoed till Saturday, 26 June 2021, 1.00 pm] 

Media Release 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
24 June 2021 

 

News Editor 

 

TECHNOPRENEUR CHALLENGE TO GROOM TOMORROW’S INNOVATORS – 
APPLYING STEM AND DESIGN THINKING TO SUSTAINABILITY SOLUTIONS 

• Job shadow opportunities with HP Inc and $3,000 funding among prizes 
for winning teams 

 

The South West Community Deveopment Council (CDC), HP Inc and Junior 

Achievement (JA) Singapore have come together in collaboration to mentor and 

empower youths in the South West District and beyond with critical soft skills, as well 

as technology skills, to address sustainability issues. 

 

2 The Young Technopreneur Challenge 2021 aims to empower youths to 

take ownership of the world they live in and become problem solvers. The youths 

tackle a specific sustainability goal from either the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals, the Singapore Green Plan 2030 or the Sustainable South West 

Masterplan1, build a technology- or science-based solution, and pitch it to industry 

executives. The solutions will be judged on innovation, application of STEM 2 , 

research, teamwork and pitching. This is the third year of the Challenge. 

 
1 The South West CDC’s 10-year sustainability blueprint, with five goals, namely: Our Active, 
Gracious People; Our Zero Waste Journey; Our Clean, Green Living Spaces; Our Smart Homes, and 
Our Green Rides. 
2 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
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3 44 youth teams from 19 schools comprising around 180 Secondary Two and 

Three students are participating in the Challenge this year. To equip the students 

with essential soft skills as well as coding skills, three bootcamps have been curated 

on (i) design thinking, (ii) coding, and (iii) pitching and presentation skills. These 

efforts aim to shape and guide the students to think about sustainability solutions 

from the user’s perspective, apply STEM to solve the issues as a technopreneur, 

and hone their presentation skills and confidence. Dedicated mentors from HP Inc 

and JA Singapore have also been assigned to the teams to provide guidance and 

serve as a resource to the students. 

 

4 Eight teams will vie for the top three spots in the finals of the Challenge this 

coming Saturday, 26 June 2021. The top three winning teams will get to participate 

in a job shadow program at HP Inc to see innovative solutions at work. In addition, 

the champion team will receive $3,000 funding to develop and implement their 

proposals. 

 

5 15-year-old Jayden Ho, a Secondary Three student at Bukit View Secondary 

School, is part of a team that is pitching an idea to safeguard food security under the 

SG Green Plan. His team plans to design a smart device that taps on technology to 

help fish farmers monitor their water parameters3 regularly, affordably and easily. By 

monitoring their water parameters, fish farmers can not only ensure optimal 

conditions for fast fish reproduction, they can also spot issues such as diseases and 

take action early to avoid the disease from spreading to other fish in the tank. 

 

6 Jayden, who is in the school’s Environmental Club, is deeply interested in 

sustainability issues and the Young Technopreneur Challenge was an exciting 

platform for him to tackle them. It was also a very good opportunity to apply skills 

 
3 Such as pH, Oxygen levels, Carbon dioxide levels, Ammonia levels, Nitrate levels, Nitrite levels and 
the General Hardness and Carbon Hardness of the water 
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learnt through Bukit View Secondary School’s unique applied learning programme4. 

He shares, “I signed up for the Challenge because I was very intrigued to learn more 

about the Singapore Green Plan 2030 and I was looking forward to coming up with 

innovative ideas to counter sustainability issues. I feel that the Challenge has 

widened our horizons and we are now able to see how design thinking can be 

applied to problems in our daily lives.” 

   

7 “I would definitely recommend the Young Technopreneur Challenge to my 

peers as I feel that I have benefited a lot from it. Not only does it challenge us to 

solve real-world problems, it equips us with the necessary skills including design 

thinking, STEM and presentation skills so that we can apply them and gain more 

through hands-on learning,” says Jayden. 

 

8 Mayor of South West District Ms Low Yen Ling says, “The Young 

Technopreneur Challenge is an exciting opportunity where students get to create 

their very own sustainability solution by applying the principles of STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics) and design thinking. Through innovation 

and technology, our next generation has the potential to solve challenges and chart 

new pathways for sustainability. We are happy to partner HP Inc and JA Singapore 

to inspire more youths in the South West District to take ownership of their 

environment and start shaping the sustainable future they hope for.” 

 

9 “At HP, we aim to help strengthen our communities while spurring innovation 

and growth,” says Ms Vivian Chua, Managing Director, HP Singapore. “As 

sustainability becomes increasing important and as digital technology transforms 

seemingly every aspect of our lives, we believe that programmes like the Young 

Technopreneur Challenge help build the hard and soft skills that will help our youths 

become part of the solution. Through programmes such as these, HP works to 

 
4 The Junior Outstanding Leaders in Energy for Sustainability programme teaches students how to 
apply design thinking to solve common problems. It engages students to think innovatively and use 
smart technology in solving problems. 
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strengthen digital equity so that young people are better able to access the 

education and jobs in which they can thrive.” 

 

10 “It is wonderful to have strong partners like HP Inc and South West CDC to 

inspire, prepare and empower the youths for their future through bringing “real life” 

issues and learnings to the students. We are able to stretch their imagination and 

push their boundaries to learn to think global, innovate, create and pitch an idea or 

concept by making use of STEM and technology. The unique opportunity to be 

guided by HP and JA business mentors will enhance their learning journeys leading 

up to the competition presentation day, ” says Ms Ng Hau Yee, Executive Director, 

JA Singapore. 

 

11 Details of the event are as follows: 

Event:  Young Technopreneur Challenge 2021 

Date:   Saturday, 26 June 2021 

Time:  12.00 pm to 1.00 pm (Media is invited at 11.45 am)  

Venue:  Zoom (details will be provided upon RSVP) 

Guest of  Ms Low Yen Ling 

Honour:  Mayor of South West District 

Minister of State, Ministry of Trade & Industry and Ministry of 

Culture, Community and Youth 

 

12 We would like to invite your reporter and photographer/TV crew to the 

Young Technopreneur Challenge 2021. Media interviews can be arranged upon 

request. Please contact our media liaison officer before the event for queries and to 

RSVP. We look forward to receiving you and your crew/photographer. 
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Media Liaison Officer 

 

Ms Leong Pei Xin    

Manager (Corporate Management & Communications) 

South West Community Development Council  

Mobile: 9231 4085  

Email: Leong_Peixin@pa.gov.sg 

 

 

About the South West Community Development Council 

 

The South West Community Development Council (CDC) was formed on 24 

November 2001, with the mission to Assist the Needy, Bond the People and 

Connect the Community. 

 

Through local help programmes, the South West CDC provides assistance to help 

the less fortunate in our community. The South West CDC also organises projects 

and programmes to promote community bonding and social cohesion. The South 

West CDC adopts the "Many Helping Hands" approach to encourage community 

ownership among residents, community partners and corporations to realise its 

vision of “Owning Your Community”. 

 

mailto:Leong_Peixin@pa.gov.sg
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Annex A 

Programme 

 

Time Programme 

12.00 pm 
Start of programme 

Video on the Young Technopreneur Challenge 2021 to play 

12.10 pm 
Opening Remarks by Mayor Low Yen Ling 

12.20 pm 
Sharing of overall feedback by the judges 

12.30 pm 
Announcement of Winners 

12.45 pm 

Closing Remarks by Mr Ng Tian Chong, Managing Director, 

Greater Asia, HP Inc 

12.55 pm 
Group phototaking 

1.00 pm 

Media doorstop with winning teams 

End of programme 

 


